Advisory re. Professor Bipan Chandra’s Modern India, textbook for Class XII

3/6 November 2006

The NCERT has decided to replace the opening paragraph of page 2 of Professor Bipan Chandra’s Modern India, textbook for Class XII, with a new paragraph.  The paragraph being replaced is not to be taught in class and students are not to be examined in it.  Instead a new paragraph replacing the existing one will be taught and students examined in it.

Existing paragraph to be replaced by a new one

Bahadur Shah had tried to conciliate the rebellious Sikhs by making peace with Guru Gobind Singh and giving him a high mansab.  But when, after the death of the Guru, the Sikhs once again raised the banner of revolt in the Punjab under the leadership of Banda Bahadur, the Emperor decided to take strong measures and himself led a campaign against the rebels, who controlled practically the entire territory between the Sutlej and the Jamuna, reaching the close neighbourhood of Delhi.  Even though he succeeded in capturing Lohgarh, a fort built by Guru Gobind Singh north-east of Ambala at the foothills of the Himalayas, and other important Sikh strongholds, the Sikhs could not be crushed and in 1712 they recovered the fort of Lohgarh.

New paragraph replacing the existing one

In the early eighteenth century the Sikhs once again raised the banner of revolt in the Punjab.  They did so first under the leadership of Guru Gobind Singh, and after the death of the Guru, under Banda Bahadur. The Emperor, Bahadur Shah, decided to take strong measures and himself led a campaign against the rebels, who controlled practically the entire territory between the Sutlej and the Jamuna, reaching the close neighbourhood of Delhi.  Even though he succeeded in capturing Lohgarh, a fort built by Guru Gobind Singh north-east of Ambala at the foothills of the Himalayas, and other important Sikh strongholds, the Sikhs could not be crushed and in 1712 they recovered the fort of Lohgarh.  

